




T
he 18th annual International Awards Ceremony 
hosted by ISP brought together faculty, staff, stu-
dents, community members and international 
visitors to recognize some of the many people 
who make outstanding contributions to inter-
national relations each year. ISP Dean Jeffrey 
Riedinger said, “It is a great pleasure and honor to 
again be able to recognize the many contributions 
of faculty, staff, students, alumni and members 

of our mid-Michigan community for advancing MSU’s 
worldgrant vision.” Thanks to local community members 
and businesses, as well as MSU departments and admin-
istrative bodies, more than 1,000 individuals received 
awards this year, including more than 100 study abroad 
scholarships funded by an MSU Federal Credit Union 
endowment and the following:

Ralph H. Smuckler Award

Mohamed Faisal and Russell Freed received the Ralph 
H. Smuckler Award for Advancing International Studies 
and Programs.

John K. Hudzik Award

The John K. Hudzik Emerging Leader in Advancing 
International Studies and Programs Award was pre-
sented to Sieglinde Snapp, an associate professor in the 
department of crop and soil sciences and at the Kellogg 
Biological Station.

Special Recognition Award

Sue Nichols from university relations received the 
Special Recognition Award for Promoting International 
Understanding through communication.

Joon S. Moon Award

Satinder Bajaj of India and Dr. Hiroko Sho of 
Okinawa, both graduates of the former College of 
Home Economics, were honored with the Joon S. Moon 
Distinguished International Alumni Award.  

Gill-Chin Lim Award

Bilal Butt received the Gill-Chin Lim Award for 
Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation in Global Studies.

Glen L. Taggart Award

Margaret Holtschlag received the Glen L. Taggart 
Award for Community Contribution to International 
Understanding.

MSU Award for Outstanding Service  
to Study Abroad

Larry Besaw, professor in the College of Natural 
Science and the department of entomology, and April 
Moore, from the Office of the Registrar, both received 
the MSU Award for Outstanding Service to Study 
Abroad for their contributions to the program.

Homer Higbee International Education Awards

Alex Hill, a junior in James Madison College, for 
fundraising and coordinating international projects, 
as well founding a non-profit organization to support 
health-related projects in Africa.

Abhinav Katiyar, an undergraduate from India, for 
working with students on campus and in local class-
rooms to promote arts and culture.

Don Lyons, a graduate student in social work, for his 
work with the Great Lakes Tribal people and Traditional 
Knowledge Revival Pathways modeled after Australian 
Aborigines.

Kaustav Mukherjee, a doctoral student in the depart-
ment of English, for enhancing the voice of international 
students at MSU through his work with the International 
Student Association.

Ann McCall, a member of the Community Volunteers 
for International Programs, for her dedication to making 
international visitors feel welcome and for providing for 
their every need during their time at MSU.
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Humphrey Fellowships
Josephine Ami-Narh from Ghana studied human resource 
management, which she will apply to raising productivity levels in 
her home organization, the Change Team at the Bank of Ghana.

Augustin Broh, currently CEO, managing director and vice-
president of the Dairyung Corporation in Cote d’Ivoire, studied 
economic development to prepare himself for a role in policy design 
and economic development in his home country.

Suhret Fazlic holds the position of head of the Office of the High 
Representative’s field office in Bosnia and Herzegovina and studied 
human resource management and how theory is put into action in 
public service.

Endrias Getachew comes from Ethiopia, where he is the head of 
risk management and monitoring services at the Bank of Abyssinia. He 
studied banking and risk management provide a new perspective on, 
and improve the performance of, the financial sector in his country.

Bu Li, a researcher for the Institute of Market Economy’s 
Development Research Center in China, studied economic 
development to obtain insight on issues such as inequality, rural 
poverty and resource management.

Kunduz Masylkanova, a national economist for the Asian 
Development Bank and World Bank projects in Kyrgyzstan, studied 
international economic relations to improve practices and preserve 
the interests of individual farmers.

Imrul Muniruzzaman is the director of Social Empowerment 
for the Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Service in Bangladesh and studied 
agricultural development and agricultural economics.

Yam Sharma who serves as program director for the National 
Planning Commission Secretariat in Nepal, studied Monitoring and 
Evaluation in order to use new methods.

Karen Sheppard, deputy head of Tax and Custom Ombudsman in 
Peru, studied economic development and will focus on tax policy.

Evaristo Simwinga is a collector for the Zambia Revenue 
Authority and studied economic development to learn how various 
tax measures are incorporated into United States policy formulation 
and analysis.

Amtul Waris, a senior scientist in Agriculture Extension at the 
Central Arid Zone Research Institute in India, studied agricultural 
development and agricultural economics and focused on gender 
mainstreaming.

Souphonesa Xaypannha is from the Lao Management & 
Development Consulting Company in Laos, and studied human 
resource management and ways to adapt Western capacity-building 
approaches in the workplace within Laos. 

“The recipients of this year’s ISP awards embody Michigan State’s core values of quality, 
inclusion and connectivity. Their extraordinary work helps extend MSU’s reach to all corners of 
the world, and continues the tradition of internationally engaged scholarship established at this 
institution more than half a century ago.”

Lou Anna K. Simon, MSU President

Fulbright U.S. Student 
Institute of International 
Education Fellowships
Mitra Sticklen, Department of Anthropology 

Sticklen is doing research in Trinidad/Tobago focusing on the “Role 
and Voices of Trinidadian Women in Organic Agriculture.”

Alberto Nickerson, Department of History 

Nickerson is doing research in Nicaragua focusing on “Fighting for 
the Red Banner: Popular Liberalism in Nicaragua.”

Leslie Hadfield, Department of History 

Hadfield is doing research in South Africa focusing on “Community 
Programs of the Black Consciousness Movement, 1969-1977.” 

Fulbright-Hays  
Doctoral Dissertation 
Research Abroad 
Fellowships
Andrea Freidus, Department of Anthropology 

Freidus is doing research in Malawi focusing on “Children’s Rights 
and the Health of Orphans in Malawi.”

Lexine Hansen, Department of Community, Agriculture, 
Recreation and Resource Studies 

Hansen is doing research in Jordan focusing on “Water 
Conservation Attitudes and Programs: A Comparative Study.”

Amy Jamison, Department of Education 

Jamison is doing research in Tanzania focusing on “National to 
Global: International Scholarly Exchange at the University of Dar es 
Salaam,Tanzania.”

Dusty Myers, Department of Anthropology 

Myers is doing research in Ghana focusing on “Decentralized 
Management of Ghana’s Timber Resources: A Collaborative 
Approach to Sustaining Forests.”



M
SU alumna Angela Barry 
was thinking about work-
ing abroad and joining the 
Peace Corps when her advisor 
introduced her to a program 
that would change her life. 
With her degree in child 
development and elementary 
education, Barry received an 

opportunity to spend two years in China 
teaching English to children from around 
the world. What she didn’t know at the time 
was how successful this groundbreaking cul-
tural immersion program would become.

“I still remember every single one of those 
children. They were so unique- children from 
Iceland, Finland, Brussels, everywhere,” 
Barry said of her time at the 3E International 
Kindergarten in Beijing. “I feel like I’m for-
ever changed from this experience.”

The U.S.-China Center for Research 
on Educational Excellence at Michigan 
State University’s College of Education 
began developing the Education for Global 
Citizenship (EGC) program in 2004. Its 
mission is to prepare every child for the 
demands of global citizenship by providing 
knowledge, skills and experience needed to 

Multicultural Learning
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Michigan Communities 
Benefit from Education 
Partnership with China

move fluidly between two or more dramati-
cally different languages and cultures.

The 3E International Kindergarten is the 
program’s first school, and MSU graduates 
continue to travel overseas to teach there. 
Its success led to the program’s expansion to 
five school districts across Michigan and has 
since caught the attention of other states.

The immersion program is designed on 
three major principles. It combines the con-
cept of language, through the teaching of 
simple Mandarin Chinese and English, with 
a bi-cultural learning environment and a dual 
pedagogy of Eastern and Western cultures.

Children spend half of their day in a west-
ernized, student-centered classroom and 
the other half in an eastern-style, teacher-
directed classroom.

“Language is not to be studied, it is to be 
acquired and learned,” says Yong Zhao, uni-
versity distinguished professor and executive 
director of the Confucius Institute. “When 
you learn a language, the most important 
thing is to align the language with physical 
objects.”

Each classroom is decorated in accordance 
with its culture, with Chinese characters 
hanging in the eastern-style classes and the 
English alphabet in westernized classrooms. 
This idea of immersion allows children to not 
only learn about a language and a culture, 
but to experience it as early as possible.

“The comprehension is phenomenal,” 
says Nancy Romig, a doctoral student in 
MSU’s learning, technology and culture 
program. “It’s natural to fall back on your 
first language, so we’re trying to get these 
kids to think in their second language.” 
Romig is a senior project director for the 3E 
International Kindergarten and has a hand 
in all EGC developments. 

Currently, the program operates in the 
Lansing, Berkley, Traverse City, Lamphere 
and Van Buren school districts. It’s geared 
toward the preschool and kindergarten lev-
els, but with increased funding and support 
may grow to incorporate classes up to the 
third grade. 

“I believe that globalization is not just a 
concept, it’s a reality,” says Sergio Keck, the 
director of bilingual education at Harley 
Franks Early Childhood Center at Post 
Oak Elementary School in Lansing, the first 
U.S. school to adopt EGC. “This program 
is a great opportunity to teach children at a 
young age about other cultures.”

The Lansing initiative is in high demand, 
with recent programs filling within two 
weeks of opening. Keck adds that a Spanish 
language immersion program is in the works, 
and would not be possible without EGC.

“We’re thankful for our partnerships. This 
program wouldn’t have been this successful 
without relationships and partnerships with 
the Confucius Institute,” Keck says. 

The Institute and the U.S.-China Center 
aid teachers from China in obtaining visas, 
and then train them for certification and 
work in Michigan schools. 

The Institute at MSU is the only one 
offering online language courses, one of 
the reasons it received a 2007 Confucius 
Institute of the Year award. 

“I think it’s amazing for the kids,” Barry 
says. She recalls a student who spoke only 
French and German who, after a few months 
in the immersion program, became fluent in 
Chinese and English as well. 

Barry says, “If I had a child, I would put 
them in that school.” 

  Kim Bale

“I believe that globalization is not just a concept, it’s 
a reality...This program is a great opportunity to teach 
children at a young age about other cultures.” 

Sergio Keck, Director of Bilingual Education 
Harley Franks Early Childhood Center

Michigan State University’s 

Confucius Institute was honored 

in China as a 2007 Confucius 

Institute of the Year, one of only 

four institutes in the United States 

and 20 worldwide to receive the 

designation.

Awards were presented during the 

opening ceremony of the Second 

Confucius Institute Conference, 

where leaders reiterated the 

goal of increasing the number of 

institutes from 210 to 500 by the 

year 2010.

MSU’s Confucius Institute is the 

only one offering online Chinese 

language courses, reaching more 

than 2,000 K-12 students and adults 

when combined with other  

Web-based learning materials and 

face-to-face programs in schools.



Rolf Dietrich, newly appointed director of development, 
brings years of experience in corporate relations to ISP. Prior 
to joining ISP, he served as a foundation and corporate rela-
tionship officer for MSU’s College of Agriculture & Natural 
Resources and worked for a global bank assisting clients with 
international trade and investments.

The creation of the director of development position and 
the appointment of Dietrich highlight ISP’s commitment to 
strengthen the external engagement of corporations, founda-
tions and individuals in international programs. Private support 
enables ISP to achieve its goals of providing world-class edu-
cation and research to people all over the world. Furthermore, 
international program partners have the opportunity through 
their investment to connect with MSU’s global research and 
outreach, as well as with students who are emerging leaders.

MSU’s significant portfolio of international programs provides 
an opportunity for partners to engage with leading scientists and 

experienced faculty around 
the world. International pro-
grams link businesses to new 
markets, apply research to 
alleviate poverty, improve 
global nutrition and health, 
protect the environment and 
guard natural resources.

If you or your orga-
nization is interested in 
contributing to and invest-
ing in MSU’s innovative 
research and international 
programs, please contact the 
ISP Development Office at  
517-432-7091 or Rolf Dietrich at dietri48@msu.edu and discover 
how we can help you translate your global vision into reality.

Pat Lambert, newly appointed 
assistant to the dean, comes to 
ISP with a diverse background in 
international programs, higher 
education administration and 
nursing education. Prior to join-
ing ISP, she served as faculty and 
the director of undergraduate and 
graduate distance education in the 
College of Nursing at MSU.  

In her new role, Lambert manages international initiatives 
and collaborates in strategic planning. She also administers 
partnership agreements, information technology and commu-
nications. Coordinating International Education Week, and 
serving as a supervising editor of the annual magazine, MSU 
International, allows Lambert to collaborate on numerous 
international initiatives in research, teaching, and service across 
campus, the U.S., and the world.

Lambert participates in several university initiatives and com-
mittees including Cultural Engagement, Enterprise Business 
Systems, Institutional Diversity and Internationalizing the 
Student Experience conference. She is collaborating with 
MSUGlobal and the Center for International Business, 
Education and Research on the development of online cultural 
knowledge modules related to China and India for use by cor-
porations, educators and students. 

If you are interested in international partnerships with 
MSU, please contact Pat Lambert at lamber73@msu.edu or 
517-355-2350. 

Gretchen Sanford, newly 
appointed assistant director of 
OID, uses her organizational 
and grant development expe-
rience to serve faculty across 
campus in multidisciplinary 
international research. Prior 
to joining ISP, she served as the project director for the Egypt 
Education Reform Program, a project where MSU partnered 
with Egyptian universities to enhance professional develop-
ment, develop mentoring programs and create induction 
programs for new teachers. 

In her current role, Sanford connects potential research 
partners in other countries with interested faculty members 
at MSU, promoting and enhancing cooperative projects and 
cutting-edge research. One of Sanford’s first projects in her 
new role involves traction animal welfare in several countries 
including Mali, Thailand and Brazil, in conjunction with the 
MSU Colleges of Veterinary Medicine, Social Science and 
Agriculture & Natural Resources. 

If you are interested in receiving assistance with grant devel-
opment or project management in conjunction with MSU and 
ISP, visit www.oid.msu.edu or contact Gretchen Sanford at 517-
432-8398, and see how OID’s specialized services can support 
your international research ideas.

Rolf Dietrich, Director of Development of ISP

Patricia Lambert  
Assistant to the Dean of ISP

Gretchen Sanford  
Assistant Director of the 

Office of International 
Development (OID)

New Faces at ISP



Briefs
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES &
PROGRAMS DEAN’S OFFICE
207 International Center
Tel 517 355.2350 · fax 517 353.7254
infonew@isp.msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu

ISP OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT  
AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS
308 International Center
Tel 517 432.7091 · fax 517 432.7090
www.isp.msu.edu/give

AFRICAN STUDIES CENTER
100 International Center
Tel 517 353.1700 · fax 517 432.1209
africa@msu.edu
www.africa.msu.edu

ASIAN STUDIES CENTER
301 International Center
Tel 517 353.1680 · fax 517 432.2659
asiansc@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/asianstudies

CANADIAN STUDIES CENTER
306 International Center
Tel 517 353.9349 · fax 517 432.8249
csc@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/canadianstudies

CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDY OF  
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CASID)
202 International Center
Tel 517 353.5925 · fax 517 353.8765
casid@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/casid

CENTER FOR EUROPEAN &  
RUSSIAN/EURASIAN STUDIES
304 International Center
Tel 517 355.3277 ·fax 517 432.8249
cers@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/cers

CENTER FOR GENDER IN 
GLOBAL CONTEXT (GENCEN)
206 International Center
Tel 517 353.5040 · fax 517 432.4845
gencen@msu.edu
www.gencen.msu.edu

CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS  
EDUCATION & RESEARCH (CIBER)
7 Eppley Center
Tel 517 353.4336 · fax 517 432.1009
ciber@msu.edu
http://ciber.msu.edu

CENTER FOR LANGUAGE 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
A712 Wells Hall
Tel 517 432.2286 · fax 517 432.0473
clear@msu.edu
http://clear.msu.edu

CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICAN &  
CARIBBEAN STUDIES
300 International Center
Tel 517 353.1690 ·fax 517 432.7471
clacs@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/clacs

MUSLIM STUDIES PROGRAM
304 International Center
Tel 517 355.3277 · fax 517 432.8249
muslimst@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/muslimstudies

OFFICE OF CHINA PROGRAMS
308 International Center
Tel 517 432.4792 · fax 517 432.7090
china@msu.edu
www.china.isp.msu.edu

OFFICE FOR INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENTS & SCHOLARS
103 International Center
Tel 517 353.1720 · fax 517 355.4657
oiss@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/oiss

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
202 International Center
Tel 517 432.9184 · fax 517 353.8765
oid@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/oid

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL  
STUDIES IN EDUCATION
College of Education
517 Erickson Hall
Tel 517 355.9627 ·fax 517 353.6393
http://ed-web3.educ.msu.edu/international

OFFICE OF STUDY ABROAD
109 International Center
Tel 517 353.8920 · fax 517 432.2082
studyabroad@msu.edu
http://studyabroad.msu.edu

PEACE CORPS OFFICE
4 International Center
Tel 5217 432.7474 ·fax 517 353.7254
msupeace@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/peacecorps

TEACHING ASSISTANT PROGRAM/SERVICES 
FOR INTERNATIONAL TEACHING ASSISTANTS
9 International Center
Tel 517 353.3062 · fax 517 353.3156
taprog@msu.edu
www.tap.msu.edu

VISITING INTERNATIONAL  
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM
1 International Center
Tel 517 432.3663 · fax 353.3010
vipp@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/vipp

VOLUNTEER ENGLISH TUTORING  
PROGRAM (VETP)
310A International Center
Tel 517 432.8243
vetp@isp.msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/vetp

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS FOR  
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
12C International Center
Tel 517 353.1735 · fax 517 355.4657
cvip@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/cvip

DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH, 
CLASSICS & ITALIAN
160 Old Horticulture Bldg.
Tel 517 432.8305 · fax 432.6130
www.fci.msu.edu

DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS & GERMANIC, 
SLAVIC, ASIAN & AFRICAN LANGUAGES
A614 Wells Hall
Tel 517 353.0740 ·fax 517 432.2736
www.linglang.msu.edu

DEPARTMENT OF SPANISH & PORTUGUESE
258 Old Horticulture Bldg.
Tel 517 355.8350 · fax 517 432.3844
www.spp.msu.edu

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTER
A714 Wells Hall
Tel 517 353.0800 ·fax 517 432.1149
elc@msu.edu
www.elc.msu.edu

GRADUATE STUDIES IN EDUCATION 
OVERSEAS
College of Education
253 Erickson Hall
Tel 517 353.0680 · fax 517 432.2352
gseo@msu.edu
www.educ.msu.edu/gseo

INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURE
319 Agriculture Hall
Tel 517 355.0174 · fax 517 353.1888
iia@msu.edu
www.iia.msu.edu

INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL HEALTH
B301 West Fee Hall
Tel 517 353.8992 · fax 517 355.1894
iih@msu.edu
www.msu.edu/unit/iih

INTERNATIONAL EXTENSION PROGRAMS
319 Agriculture Hall
Tel 517 355.0179 · fax 517 353.1888
www.iie.msu.edu/owen

INTERNATIONALIZING STUDENT LIFE
101 Student Services
Tel 517 355.8288 · fax 353.5495
http://isl.vps.msu.edu

JAPAN CENTER FOR MICHIGAN UNIVERSITIES
110 International Center
Tel 517 355.4654 · fax 517 353.8727
jcmu@msu.edu
www.isp.msu.edu/jcmu

JAPAN CENTER FOR MICHIGAN  
UNIVERSITIES – HIKONE
1435-86 Ajiroguchi, Matsubara-cho,  
Hikone-shi
Shiga-ken 522-0002 Japan
Tel [011 81] 749 26.3400 ·fax 749 24.9356
jcmu@japan.net
www.isp.msu.edu/jcmu

ISP Directory

209 International Center
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824-1035
USA

Michigan State University is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.

NONPROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
EAST LANSING, MI

PERMIT #21




