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On ,he ,,'he. h.ntl. he ,,-as com"inc",1 Iha, Jap.n mu,t .<lop'
parliamentary in$,i'u'ion$ if $he WeT. '0 be<ome a $ITong .ntl
'«Ople<.l memb<. 01 ,he W<iety of na';on •. The e~<n" of lat.
1912 and ...Iy 19U in which hi. o,",'n g",-ommen, had ""en
£oHeol OU'. ron"il",<>J" direct chalk"&,, 10 hi. politte,l <-onvic_
,ions; ,h. will of ••mall gr<>I'pof m;lh''l'm;ntlcd men wa, being
Imced "I"'" Ihe ""untry. in opp<.>,;,ioll 10 ,h. cxprc...,u will of
,he .1«1t'd rcpre..,",,,;,·•• of the propl •. There appeared nO
way 'u ,,,,,,1,-. the <lilcmm" "'hkh WIlholt.",1 him: in ["t. he
,Ii,[ not ,,,,,,h-e it. He ",'oi<ln! ,he ;..". and <leah with i,. "'I"'"''
1'"'''.

Saionji"$ $(>«<h eoAee.. hi, dcc;",ol1 10 al'oid ,he implic.,io!1$
"f hi$ ambi,-.Ien, commitn"'" ... It ill..",.,,;. ,h. na,u,. nf hi,
<1e",i,;o" m.'''Y yun belor., wh." for..J 'ol....e ,h. T';"·J Ji;'"
S}'imb~" '0 work for ,he de"dorme", of a ""diam.n,arl' 'I,,,,m
withi.. <he oHgarehy ra,her ,han c~, him",lf olf lrom ,h. ;o~n:e

of power by prodpi'a' ing an open bre.k.
The imperial message Ie/! S.ionji no ehuiee if h~ cxpecrcd 'Q

remain "'i,hi,, ,he eXi"ing po,,'e. "r~C'Ure; he obeyed imtrur·
,iQOS ami, by implka,i"", urged ,h. p"rty '" follQW hi, lu,1.
H",,'e"er, nowhere in Ihe .petth did he rommand or demand ,ha'
i, wi,hdr.,,' the n<H:onAdcn", mol ion ag.in" ,he "alSura gav­
ernmen, /n fact. reading be,ween ,he line>, h. appea" <0 hne
»ttl, "/ Ita"e been for<;Cd '0 di .. ,'ow ,hi, ae,ion and OHlcr",1 '0

ge' \'ou '0 du ,he ..me, HoweH', I am .he J::znpcror. o,ini"er,
while you ar<' ,he repr..enf''''·'' 01 .h. prople, You mu1t decide
",Ita, j'our ac'ion i, '0 be." H. urgrd ,he pa"\, ",emben nm fO
be carried away wi,h emo,inn .nd to ,hink fhe man.. ,hrt>ugh
carefully, b". he aho "",$ICd fhe be' fh., it "',. n""ral (ami
,hefefore righ,) ,ha, they .huuld rcAec. ,h. prople', wi,hc<,

Inukai T,ufOIhi cxprw.ed ,hi, idea well whe" he .aid, ..
fep,...",a'i". <>1 ,he K".'lJni,,',i (The o,he. m.jnr I"""'\") a' a
<o"ferenO' wi,h Saionii, Hm, amj Matsu,l., '·S.ionji i, S.ionji,
The Soil-,an; i. ,he S"'Y"~Q;. Saionji, 0'" of rClp«' for ,he im·
pcrial me..age, mu" W<lrk for withdrawal of ,he n""",nfi!k"cc
motion, bu, ,he So;)-uhf should pre.. fQr,,·.,,1 eo",i".", wi,h
,,-hat it belie,,,.:'"

Saionji had ron,idel"'! reigning •• p'e>i<lenf of ,he l,.,ny



c,'en b<lo,e ,IIi. tlnle. hut Hara and Mauud. lI.d ""rou.ded him
'0 pootpone • d.,.;ilion until .fte, til• .urr.n! cri... had paOled,
S>ionji .grud. Hi. 'J>"«II 01 February 10 w., ,he laO( lonn.l
"".ment lie mad. to ,h. party and it oons<ltu'es an int<';resting
,·.ledic,ory. Painful .. the immoJi"e problem W"" it mu" h"'e
giv.n him ...n.. 01 .. ti,l.ction to see th. party strong enough
and ,ur. enough of parliamentary principle, and pnoctice '0 be
prepared to defy ,h. oligarchy .nd ,he military. H. mus< h,.,. e~·
I>«ted hi. p.rty to continue to press for ,dorm .nd fo, the ous'er
of th. K.uun c.bin.,. Th••uccess of thi, mm'ement prob.bl)'
"reng,h.ned him in hi, d<:<:i,ion '0 ..."ire a, pre,id.n'. for it em
ph..iurl ,he f>Ct th.. h. had acoompli,h.d all h. could in ,hi,
rol•. In hi. ,pet:ch he differenti.ted betw""n him..l£ a" ji"..I"
(loyal mini".r) ar><! th. membero of the party a. n'p....."t.ti,""
01 the people. He h.d conceived 01 his role "' 0"" of {<>Ite,ing
,h. gradual glOwth and ","ngthe"ing 01 ,he party: the party ,,'as
,.,dy now to ,,,urn. , new rol. in which other lead.nhip (i.•",
Ibn'.) "..,uld be mo,. appropria'e. The e,'en.. uf January .nd
Febmary, 191', .ignaled the bt:gill .. ing of a n.w phase in Japa.
nese pol;'ic.l hi.tory. , ph.se in "'hich the panies we'. to pl.y
3 mo,. important rol. than belore. S'ionji had had much to do
with bringing thi. ,bout. In addi,ion h. helped make possible
,h. transi'ion by hi, ,upport fo, Admi.. l Yamamoto U th. ".",
premier.

THJ:: Ry.sOLUTION or THE CRISIS

Salonji', O,,'n role ch.nged by ,'irtu. 01 thi. large, change;
Ite ...umed. in 'Cliremen, £rom acti,·. politiu. the poo"t"on of a
lull.fiedg.:d member of th. Cenr6. When ,he Genr6l1le' '0 dt"","
1'."".... ,uccasor, Saionji ,,'" a.ked to join ,he group. lI.ra
'epo",,1 hearing the following £rom S.ionji:

..." the meeting of the CcnrQ Yamagata urged Saionji to
lorm ano,her cabinet. S.ionji replied mat his health made
this iml""'ibl•. Saionji then 13ld, "'n the British 'ys<Cnt i.
it no, ,h. practice for the majority porty l<' hold political
power, Consid.rinJl: conditions in Japan, ,hould we not 01'"
erote in this way in the fu",rel" Ftn.lly. when ,he GemO
dedined '0 mo'·. in the direction 0/ ,he Bri,i.h ')~'Cnt Saionji
)troposed Y,m,moto.'·



" '-II 0"" ill' ...... 19Ii:!

II it cbr from ,hi. tha, So.ionji pia,.... a ~ .ok: in 1M
oel«tion of~ DC'<! p«rn;". H~ ....id:u mud> ..1I(,n h( ddcndoed
himodl b<ND ,he dI:ua;e WI II< P'l: up and ,,.,i.<d beca_ ...
could not mouml'.... Sa7,ui. H( ...id. -As prooIltwll I did.­
'rli.~. I .... ,I\<, oox who did _ of 1M .._L in Ifllirc Ihc:
Va lo Gombd nbintl up.-IT

Gm,'" aWO""I of \' as a nondida,c and "it KU'f'"
u",r optnnl Iht ~ to .....,.ialt 1M 1113u...p of 'M calli_.
HaD" diaJ)' '''''''~n'''lts Saionjrl ....I~nt lhal ... WOI't.ft1
lint! 10 tstabli>h .... Va_moe" ab,nn and gi'-a a <It.. picture
of til< w.y tht><' ~li.tiono ,,',.,cunit<! on:

B«:>......, of tile ~ '0 miLr "'hjl~ condition...-tro right,
we had \0 set "/' ~ cabin~1 soon. Sa,onj; alrudy w'" unabk
co {o"" one: i \"m.molo al... /oil<d, lh.n wr "'ouhl be
, ...p~l by K.t>ur. amllherc ..""hi'" the d.,,~r of Ihe TO"

tmc'll""Ct of ~ b"re'UCUlic cab;n~l. Thcrcf"rt " w". of the
utmost imporlance 1rn.1 Iht "am.mow cabinet'" !tI1.hl"hnl
...<1 .... m~~ (1'or\" efforl '0 o«ompli>h lh" .... Saionji him­
..II an"'" J<"P forw.rd I.. p.nnittl",,1f hi, I>Omin«. Y.n...
molO. annol Iona • abinct boo..... <h<' St-iy~'.i wi,hhokl.
iu .ppro'...l. ,hm Saionii will ~ hi. po".~ 10 lpe.>L 01.1. i~
ot.. mftI.;ngs of ,... ~r6."

S"'ir.c.n, r..~h. a .... from .... nrp;"'ion.lxtWftn Y.....
<DOlo and Lhc ~hi. Ya_o Wlnlnl H.....nd ~h,"""

10 join. but "-'P' 1....1 .........rl)' .... _Id ~ nlO<J&h: 11K
Stiytihi deouonde:l " -. IIlrft pb<a.~ bCI d... ,he pany
...., ,II • fI"I&i,ion 10 demand _!hinS indiClln how for dw
MIn of pany paniripa'ion had bef:n ac..,p<ed. M.lino Sob.nLi
"<PI'"" in as mcd;".or and pcn..adcd '·.....m<l10.0 x«pI. ,II"...
pa..y .......

How.:.....-. ,b(!IIOM. ;mpo..on, 0""01'0( or .h( nqo,i•• iono was
th( forrool .grttmm. drawn "I' bft"'ttn V.m.molo .nd 11M:
.~;'~~ ..i. which Clubli>hn! parly ","";eip,,,,,,n in lhe ..b,....1 .,
I prindple. H l\(oc.ibed ,h( 'greenICn"h,,",

A' I"" ,hat ....ion of ,he Ho".. <or R(pT."" .. l;'-"
If.br,,.ry 191 ,h. ",..bliohm(nl or 'h. Vom.n>o'o cobiMI
..... a"poG"M in Ihe lo,m On "'hich hod d«;dM Il ,he
conference rommiuc,e 1>\«""8. Moo"", bcfo,( thlo' we /l(-

!IO.iOIM with Y....."""o ond rccei,~ hil cOn..nl 'hal. wi,h



lh~ ~"«plio" of the }JTemie, anti the army, "",'yo and lo.. igo
mini".,..;' p"rlfollo•. ",binet memben would all be ",k",~

Irom amo"K p.uy members [i.e .. mcn ",11." already b<long<'<J
l>T wlln woold join a. a precoollition]."

The formal ",'abll.hmen' of the Vamamoto ""binct brought
to an end .h«e mon,h, of the nl(>1t .niou. politiral Un'''' l~

ruun,I)' h;.<1 kno"'11 since ,he <>fly y..... aher the promulgation
olth< ~Iciji Con><ilUtion. The (urmal «.emoni.. "'crc c.ppe<l
bl' a 'I"'«h by Yamamoto in which h. gO''' .1rong '''pron to
,he prinl'iplc of par,y 1'''';<;1''1;0'' in the go"c'nmenl, He ",i<l:

J am beginning ,hi, "'ork ,,.;,11 the cxpo<:t'lioll of fOil'

,hle,jng politic.l affairs ill keeping wilh con.ti'"tional rdn.
Clpl...., L.,ng ago. when I heard from I'rim< 1,0 hi. plan. for
.".bli,hing the St:iyiani, I ."pr",..<1 my' .ymp.,hy 3n,\
.g.-<em<", "'ilh him in ,hi. undertaking. '1 hi. i. ,he re."""
,h.,. ,,'hen J ,,,,,eived ,h. imperial comm,nd. J ,,'en, ahe .. l
.nd fo.med a cabine" pbcing gre., reli.nce on ,he Se;y~.ni.

Therelo"" I "'am '0 poy "ibme '0 you and ...ure you of Illy
p.ofound ,esl"" fo' ,he principles a",1 pronoune..mem. of
)'our pari). I ,,,,.Itt no,,", publicly, to d..la", m) beliel ,hal
poli,;..l affain .hould be ma"agro io accord ...i,h ,he .pi,i.
of ,he... p.-iocipl......

Thc imponancc of ,he prttttien.. ,hu. ""abli.hed canno,
be o.'er""imatc<l. For the firs, ,ime pa"i", h.d .uuttdc<l in
ploying. ,leei,i,.. ,ole in b.ingillJl abo", ,h.. do..."fal) of a cabi·
llet; 10' ,he foro, ,ime a pan). a, a politic.l in"i,,,,ion, had !>ttn
r«<>gnizc..r a, ha"i"g .he right to exe'ei... a controlling "oie<: in
.he make-up of a cabine,. Pa"y memb<;.-. .h"l be<:ame eligible ,n
join. eabine, by viflue of ,hei.- p'''y memtM,r$hil" Of CO"....
,h. oliga,chs did no, .une",ler ,heir I'r..,og•• i.·." of con,,,lta,ion
.nd d."ign•• ion, bu, ,hey had been fore«l '0 ",hni. ,h.. logi •.
im.cy of .h. porlies' claim, '0 a oll .... in ,he poli,i,.1 proc.,...,.

Saionji d"""w, m",h c.-edi' fo. c>,ahli,hing ,IIi, principle.
~Iany member, of ,lie Seiylika; .nd mu," of ,h. gene.al publ;c
,,'cre di".,i,fic<l "'i,h ,he , ...ul" of ,heoc long neg"'ia,;ono;
S>ionji belie"N .ha, muell had been aehie,"C<J. 1·le ..", ,he ,i'ua·
'ion, no, ......uggle be,....,." good and evil, bu, a, a ques,ion
of ,he adjust men, 01 'he v•• iou, facto.. i,,,"OI,'e« '0 allo... fnr
orderly progr.... and d"'elopmelll ;n ,he poli'ic.J "'uClure.
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$,,,,_Iy.
Ki",-..-hi

The nnbliohmnn of 1M \ '","_0 c:lbinn ~nded S>i<>njf.
_L a. pno.idetl. of ,he S<-iy..... i and .... 'lal'M lq:inni.. 01 hi>
!'Ok a, a ~b.-r of dw (;"nri.

He ,,"tUt<; , .. H :

Th,...'o ~ fOf l""" "'"c•.... I """, I ha,.., ... u""" I....
""oble in "'ri,,~ tu ".., r"" ,I"uil. of 'M 'tren, 1",liClal
,l .., t...n<ft: ;. ;, ..., detj,e ,h., ,..... >bookl br~,clr ""'"
rut "l f..,.- 1M ..Lc 01 .he co"""J. I ""~11 be: 1''''''', _
hn'cd if lOU ,an ...a.,lIC' I.,. ' .....0 rnilP' both ,he pra.id~
,,' ,he 1""'1 and '''~ ",emloo..1'Ii.. in the !:"'''l. I hope )'(KJ
nn ok, ,hi>. r I..:..·c ,he !I"""on of K<>rg,,,".,ion <o"'pl..<Iy
'"1''''' .,,,l .\l""",b', ,IL!IC~,ion. '" pic..., .rn"go! ,1'11. in an
.pp",!,ri..", 'uJ' The more I TClIo:t", on ,he ",...« doc ''''''e
,,,,,,,inrn! I am 11'1., ,he 11Cl1 poliq" ,hi. ,i",e, l>o,h lot d ••
(01\1"''''''''.,-,1 and for rile r>cr",".lIy. i. 'l> len" I"'Jirb in
10(>11'1 n'me .",1 r.,r. !toWe"cr. if ,heTe ,houl<l he an 1o"I"-.,-i.1
"""Ill".... I "'o"ld ,I" my",,,,'.. , ,,, lul~1J my ,Iu'y .0",1 ."i..
,he Emp.,ror. I' i. my h.,.ttfeh ,Ioi,e ,,, male .ny 'moll ....".
"ib,uK.n I c.n '" ,he 1'.-."i"'l d......"lop"''',,' "I <o""i,o'Io",1
It'''·...''mrn'. 1'1...-..: do ""'1' ,hi. b<l in mind.

I' ' ....obl"""'" ,,, "'l ., api., bu, I ,,"no<>',... 10 TOol.)",
"'utI> .0,1 ....,.. Id Itle '0_ you. Pri"", ~lini..er V..m'mot",
....1 mI· o<her fritndo: my bullh .. n,h(,- pree>"iouo and 1
"' rernain qo .....~ bear ",i,h me in ,hi, ri,oal;"" ..nd
I _ mr l'~i"C' '0 ,he Prime Mi,,"'''' , ,he Othcn.

1"h......II 'or _'. I .....U 1_ f d .0 hc:o";"!I:
fr(lnl ''01'.

Mar"h I 119lS1
His hcdkncy Han
~Iin..,n 01. the In,eo-ioo'"

"rthou~ he £0<1, tha, he had reri.~ from ....'i~e poIi.iral liIe.
,hi> ter'er m...... d ..... Saionjf. ron,inuM i,,'tta, ;n politol
..IFa; ... It is of p..rti""I •• i"'"","n« ,n note ,he cmp/la,i. be
pluc<1 on hi< dco;,e to he 01 sc.~io<e '0 ,he Empc"" ud to u,,;',
in ,he d.....clop"'.n' o. <O"$I;,utio"..1 gov.rnmen,; al..in ,h•
..mb;~.I.n<e of hi. ootl(>Ok i. ,."".laI. S.ionji e~idontly It0l'ed
,113' in lu~inl 'he ,""ti"e poli,ical ",e,," h. rould reco"cile these
tWo dcoircr, in hi. new role, ,h.' of Gtn.l'J. It .em.in. for f..rther
'esca.d, .0 tletcrmine how ...<....101 he ".... ;n f ..I~lIinl ,h;,
d<s;re.



J\'OTE.~

l. 11.,. A',; ,Y,U; (1"0>.Y'" '9:.11). w, mo. A"~"" 26, '911. 1I",.r.., ci,n!
., II",..

~. 1.<10.. 10"", So;oo)i '0 fl, .. o..<d No""''''''' 22. '9'2. Th... 1o"......
he".! ;n "" " ....\1""","'" 6"i~Ii"& in ,",0';'" Cop;", ~.= r'''nj~,<d
one", .\I,. Hor. ~,;;,h;'<\. H...·' """ ll.,...l .., d,cd .. '10 .. P.P"'"

" h i> <1,"",,,1, 'u ".,.,.. ,h" ,"'Ii';'" r",ko". Th, ,mp""" dK! 'OM ""e,·
<io< _co "«P' I"'n """'I!''''y. )';l 'ho G<"'o>. pow<TI'" .. 'h', ~',,<,
'o<'1oJ "'" "" ~';,h"", ,,,,,,,,I'i,,~ hi",. '11" T>i>h<l Emp<,"' "<Up;'" •
",,,,h "'" In'I"''''''' 1'1'" ,h,,, 'he M";ji [mp<'O' h"', ,,, ,h;, ,,,. ..
'ppnl '0 tho "",p<n" ."",,,,,,n! h' .n 'PI"... I '" Y.m,~"•. 'he " ,
""~'"ful C",ro.
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