




haH hUll ,hocL",1 Ly ,he "ext .1:,1'" ,le,·.I"pme""
".,,,,r," <lapc':I1e poli,i",,1 m,,,.u".n h,.l ,11"",,,,d 10, t,~,

"""}. ~li, u'" 01 Imp.rial au,hority hod .,olJ$a1 "iolent ",,,,I·
taCn" h,'orlng .n end 10 .,bitr",}' oligo,chy: hi. fran,ic .nun.
'0 buil<l.uppoTl 'h,ough • n.,.,,· political!-,atty had anlagoni,c,1
con"'''''.,i,·. burcau,",,; hi, trick.ry h.d angerC\l Y.",ag".' 0"
,hc one hand hc aClC\l ,no,. orbi"oril}' ,n,1 >ttog'",ly than ,he
",nior olig..ch; on thc mhcr, hc ,,,ull,,1 a, • pol;I;c.1 1'"r'}'
le.dc, "'I,hollt 'n e1f"",I'·e1'"H}·. "Hc h.. ruinC\l con"itution,1
go.....nm.nt:· ,hou,.d ,he opl""i'lon; "lit ha, ,ur,cnMr,,1 '"
rop,,!>r go"".",n"nt:· «1",1 ,h. burn""",,,. To th..., opp",ing
opinion' ,,'., no", '0 be addC\l. in thc .c,iom oJ Admi..1 \',ma·
mo,o. thc in,ligo>lion of the n..'y,S.""m, fanion. A, a loy. I
,ubj«,. S.ionji belic"C\l he h.d no choice but '0 o<cedc '0 ,h.
Emp"o" ,,'i.ha. Ru, hi. 1'"rty folio...·.... ....c•• nO' p,.p....1 t"
!>en,1 '" "."u... ·• r.'luat: 'he)' 1.11 th.. Soinnji', ,.. igo.. in" .
• 11 th,t ".,. call..l for .nd ,h.t ,h. nn·confidence ,,,,,,lu,ion i"'t....
<luu,1 in th. Ho",e of R.p,...n"'i,'c, ,ho"I<I not be "'ithd,.,,·,,.
S"yUol ",.",ben ".,. Slrcngthc".d in ,hcir d.te""i""ion br
,nothet ,1el'dopme",.

E>rly nn th. morning of t·cb,u.,y 10. ,h. ,I.y th. Ui", ".;"
tn reopen. Admiral Yom.moto.•n '0"'. t/' di",,,,, th" politi,.1
,i,,,a,ion " th. Co"rt, ,udMnl}' ch'Jlg",1 hi, mind ."d ,,'en, r,,,,
'0 ".IS"...·• ".idence. In a .hor, bu, e'pl",i.·c m.."ing, Yam.·
mow .«,,"'-.1 "a""...., "'cll as Y.m.g.... of b,inging .bo", a
··n"ion.1 ..Iamity" and ,hen .h.mefully .hifting 'apon,iblll'}'
'0 ..... ionji."" \·.m.",o,o 'h",.upon odvi>Cd Ko"ur. In raign, Th.
b"cr dcni",1 ,h.. h" had brough, di'grace '" ,h" n.. ion: ar·
kno...'JC\lged ,hat h. might h,,'. mad. a mi"ake in applying p'''.
,ure on Saionji, Lut pto,a,rtl ,h.. he had no great ."aeh",e",
10 ,he prim. mini"...hip and "'o"hl be glad HI ,aigo. H"'inll
dra ....n ,hi'"''"m.''' f",m 'hc Prim. Minj>lcr, \'.m.moto mov.d
On quickly to all on Sajnnji, H. found Saionji at $";Y~.Q; h••d.
,[',at'c... in. ",ecting ...·i'h >Om. t,,·o hundre<! Uict "",o,ben in·
,,,h'e<! in • di"'u"iol\ of ,h. I""i,io" ,heir party .hould ..kc.
Saionji h.d .hcady infOlmC\l the P,I."e th.. hc "'.. resigning
as hc.d of 'hc p.Tty.•nd he ...... now .dmoni.hing hi. "orr••gue,
nO( '0 be ",'.ye<! toy momentary feeling< .nd ,hink c."full}" o[
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'hc ,lcc;'lon 10 bt matlc. Uc ~xl'l.incoJ ,h., h~ m,,>! "locy Ih~

Emperor; h~ c"rour>gcd c~u,ion: but hc lIid nOI d~m~n" .gree­
m~nl. Wh~n V.m.molD 'Hi>'ct! 10 infonn Ih~ p.arty "'~" 01 K.,­
.u.. ·• willin8"CO' '0 mig'" h~ imru~di.,ely "r~O\glh~nal ,h~

"",ilion of ,he ",.jo,ily 1"""'1" "'ho "'~r~ ll~l~nnined '0 h",'~

Ihc p.rly .dh~r~ 10 a l'"liq "f open opl""il;on. In Ih..., <ireum·
>l~"<"". Ih~ <lcci.i"n ".•• l~k~" nOI '0 gi>'~ up or ;n "'y w.y
modjfy 'h~ tighl 10 defea' Kauun

Long befo", ,h~ o,,~ o'clock o!'"ni"g. ,""w,l. h,d beguo to

g..h~r ou"ide ,h~ Die, b"ildin& '0 ,hOll' .g.i"" ,he gm'~rn"""",

,nd d~mon"r~le II"i, ,uppo" of ,he oppo.i,ion. A. Ihe <",,,'J•
•w~lI~d ."d became """~ boi,,~rou. ,I\( l'0li<~ maio,.i"",1 o,dcr
"'ilh :KIm~ Jilli<uhy. Wh~n inlorm3lion ,.~<hct! ,h~ «0..-11. lh.,
"'''''''. beuulC hc h.d ,ecci,'ed "0 ."''''~, from lhe S~iy.a",

'0 his llern.nd ,h., 'hc n<>o<onfio.!rn<c rcsolu,i"" be "'i'hd.....".
had again ,uspenlled ,h~ Hou~. Ih~y bec.mc u"nl>n'geable.
~la.. ,iOling qui<kly 'l',ead from lh. e"';I0'" of Iht Di~,

RuilJing '0 Olh~r pa", 01 Tokyo. [n..g..l mobs >l"",,,,1 ,h.
reoid.n<:a 01 <~bin~, mini,,,,n. d~moli.hct!I'r<>-go'·~rnm~tl1n~"...­

paper plan", o,'cnu,ncoJ ~"d burn~d poli<c boxes, ,\ltor ~,-~nl

peopl. had been killed and ...;dc'l'r~.d dam.gc h,,1 bee" eao;etL
mil;,.ry ,~i"forc~mc""..-erc <ailed 001 '0 'lucll Ihc di"",b.o."c...
,\hnl hundr..h ...~,.., ar'~"ct! '00 by mid"ighl ,he gr~", <ily
"... qu;.'; Ihc ~'''l'lioll had died down bu, K'tlur. ,,-.. d.-.ornoo.l.

Al ,he h.igl" of ,h~ r;ot K..,,, .. had m., ...ilh hi. <:thine, in
an extraortlin.ry mee,illg in ,he m.1 lluilding. H. inform..1 hi.
mi"i,,",, of hi, desire to ,.. ign all,l hi, ded,;on 10 j"IOl'ln Ihe
Thron~. O"e F.bn.. ry 11 the K."un gm'ernmenl fell. ending lhe
,tw>rl." minimy ill 1>1"''''' hj$lo,~. On Ihe thirtee",h ,.h.n Ih~

Diel ,..,con"~"od. dlc S<iytikai INd~....mid ch.,. .. and >1'Pl>u",.
tr;umph.ntly wllod lo.u.pend Ih. D,el un,1I " n.'" <ahi".. h3l1
boen fonned.

Wilh K..,un', .....'gn.. ion. lhe <Ti,i. mn"od 10 the e"d 01 i"
I~" "~ge. V.maga13 had a,,:<,ou,l~ o!>se,-.,'ed ,heoe ...·~nl$ Imm IIi,
\'illa .. Odawa.. ,incc KalSu,a had n~"er <3l1od him '0 Ih~ capi.
lal for hi. ad,i<e. When h. heard the ne"" he ,.ma,kod, "il was
"' if K,,,ur> hanged hjn<",Jf in hi. p'i"". <h.mber."" When
l·am'g.la finally arri,od ;n Tok}'o il ".•, nol to rcon.e "'''un



bu' '" .elec' hi....«.-..or. Stting Kal... ra al lhe 1·.I'ce. Vam.·
ga.. exl>r~ hi. di.ple.... re "'ilh ,he e,'cn" 01 lhe I"e,·;o",
days a<Wing. .. , rCgJel lh.. y<>" h"'e btf,n 00 impe,uow."ft

The r.n.le of ,he T.i.h6 cri.i. ,,·a. ,he .election of Admiral
Vamamolo C<>mbei •• ,he next l'rimc Min'<ler. Thi. ",a, a nat·
.. ral selection "nce Vam.molt> h.d ...pport"'" ,he Seiyuh; in
defeating K..... ra .nd "'" ."..r"'" ,h.. ,he porty """,,Id ... pport
hi. m'nistry. For Vamaga,a " "'.o. no, ,hc mos, desirable choice.
b.. , .f,er ,he nartling de"elopmenlS of lhe prc,·io.., forty..,igh,
ho......ntI also bec...se lhe Mlllini h.d been Ia,,,rably ron.idered
in December by lhe cider "atesmen beforc " ..... r. "'a, ordered
'0 form .. g<>,·ernmem. he "'•• prep.red to >ccep' hi. nomino,ion,

COKCLUSIOK

As the poli,ical '''''o<phere. ,,'hich h.d been SO highly dJ.rgcd
for o,'cr .,"'y do)'•. "'IS ne.."ali,ed .nd lhc T.i.h6 cri.i. pa""'-.!
in,o h'<lory. ,·..ying '11lerprctalions of ,ts .ignificance ,,'ere e,,·
pr...sed. Onc comempoury claim<:d ,hal "one 0/ those <rises ha,
been re.ched ,n J.pan·, history ",hi<h mark lhc end of a poll'ic.l
peri<>ti..... Manifeslly .11 lhc major componem, 0/ j.l>;1n...., I'"
lili",,1 I,le h.d become ,n,,,!I'<:d in ,he cri,is: lhe Emperor. 'hc
gen'6, the ci,'il .nd mil',.ry b .. re cr.cy .nd f."ion. ",i,h,n
them. the popular pol,tiral par'i nd • l.rge segmen' of lhc
popul.. ion of Tokyo. lI"rea..cr,'ic po",er, s«n fin, in ,he army'.
dem.nd which led 1o ,he do",nfall 0/ lhe S.aionji rabine, .nJ
Ihen in K..... ra·. br'<en ..I( 0/ Imperial ,,,,hori'Y....., ..."'......
f .. lly chaJleng<:d by popular poli'ic.1 pari'.... I-.. blic opinion,
aroused by pony leaden Jrtrrm,nt:d ""'0 ..feguard ,he Go""i.
, .. tion" had n"'er been SO ...""""f..1 in de"roying • cabincl.
K.u..... "'" ,he m.in '.rgcl, b.. , r....,nlmenl "'IS direc,ed .ga'n"
.rbi,ury bure'ucr.,ic ronlroL mo<, lreq ..emly .""",..ed wi,h
V.m.gata'. pol"ic.1 heh..'ior.

So Yomagat. "" •• ,he .ymbol ol ,he ill ",hich lhc rcmo"ol 0/
Ka<sura "'a, expec'ed '0 cure. The poli'ic.l po"ies ",hich had
fough, '0 lim" ,he ... ,hority 0/ ,he bureaucracy had re..hed
,heir gJra'es' "reng,h. The OPl""ition h.J m"m"ned wi,h ,''c'
cess ,h., ,here ""ere I,m,,, to ,he ..I( of Imperi.1 " ....e" ..nJer a
eon""",io"ol Mon.rchy. Un"eJ .ction .ga'n" ,he force. mu.·



'cr"d ~' K."ura enabl",l ,he .n,i.gowmm"n, parti... '0 sur·
moulll ,he ubi,r"ry uS(; 01 bure.ucr.,ie pOl,'er. Thi, 'UCttU gO"e
,he I',rtie. new <"Onf~lenee ,n<l 10r.,.h.dOl,·ed 'he day they would
control polilicd power independently.

Yet 'hei, ";"o'y had 00' t>ttn ulll;o",lit;on.1. It W's • Sa,·
'um' admi<ol ;ll,cr..tcd in curbing the poli,ie.l power of ,he
.rmy who became ,he firs, minister. I\hhough .uppor,o<! by lhe
!i<iy'ihi .nd modera,e1y sympathetic ,owanl it. Y.mamoto w",
by no mc,,,,.n adhcrcn' of ,he principle 01 party go'·crnmen ..
!k<"a..>e 01 ,hi. 'he unity of 'hc ,,," major p.rties which helped
'0 ddeat the go"emmen, '01'" de"roycd. O",ki Yukio Ielt ,he
S.iy,1*ai .<Tu.ill~ the pany' of ha"ing ...,Id nUl '0 ,he S."uma
betion which. h.n<l in h,,,<I wi,h Ch....hiJ olig.rd". had long
block",1 l",li,ic.1 progr..... One new'I~'per friendly In O",ki
Yukin <Iecl..ed. ··.·ifly d')"1 shou'ing .nd hu"ling h.s ''''uhcd
in. come-I)" of ,ubmi"ion '0 ,he bu,e.ucu... , . :'ZI The T.ishti
cri,;" in the 1>S! .n.II"i•. ,epr...,n,o<! • ,kinni<h uther ,ha" •
dcc:i.ive b.uk in dte camp.igo lor ,h" in.uguution 01 pany
r;abine". Fi"e y..... ""ere '0 1"" before ,hat campaign would be
won.

Vamag ', p",t in the T.i,hl) cri,i, w•• an ;mportan, one
from ...· 1 poiol$ of ,·it,,·. H" .Ione .mong the elder sta'eomen
gave .uppor' '0 th••nny·, dem.nd. which lw '0 tl>t coll.pse or
SJionji', cabin" .. H. WaS m.... ' .... ponsibl. lor ,h" ",Icction or
Ka"ura. whieh amused f,erce political hOSlility. In both d",'el·
opm.nu ,he .xten, 0/ Yamaga,.·s innucu<e wa, patently gre>t:
but in 'he nex, ''01'0 "ag.. 01 ,he cri,i. ,he limits of hi, au,hori,y
wcr. equ.lIy dear. V.m.gata wa. nn, .bk ,n .1£<:<;, ,h. poli,ical
maneHe.. K."ura d,oS(; ,n m.ke: fr""ing hi",,,,lf from ,.n,,'
pr""'ure: inaugurating. new 1""1': ."d in"oking r",pe,ial po"'er
'0 '''''''1'' to defeat ,h. ,(lad of 'he pani.. in the Hou", of
Reprcocnlali'·e.. Yamagata di,appro,'cd of these ,actics but h~

""0' un.ble to modify or h.lt ,hem
Thu., ,hrough ,h~ Tai,hl) cti,i, we Call se" bo,h ,h. "'~I1g1h

.",1 ,,'..kn.., 01 hm.gata', poli,ie.1 innu~nc~. Th" cri,i, did
repr...,1t! • stage in ,he slow course loward r<:spo",ibl~ pant'
gQ'·crnme11l. and con'-cr",ly. a ,....kening in Y."'.ga..·••bilj,y
'0 ,e"ersc ,h:" cou,,"_ Bu' ,h. d.im ,hat Ya""g'" and o,her



'·.''''M:ATA A"D THE TA,mO ....." ..

,l:r,,,,l ha,1 been wnlign"d '0 obli"ion ",a, '0 p'o,'e hollow. [n ,he
,mmediue '($OI",ion of ,he 1'.;,hl> etili, the ,ole .nd the im·
porl.n<e of ,he genyl> 10'", romp'I'3,i,'ely "nh,mltd, II wal pre.
maWre '0 '''ppose Iha' Yam.gala and the elder <la'tomen h.d
been ,ide, ...ded f'om lhe: main line of political power. Ahhough
,he na''''e of ,he e,i,i, (o,eshadolo'ed the open and mo,e e<j"aJ
ronlto' be,ween Ihe major roli'ica] lo.ces in the 1920',. the de·
"e1opmen, of mOTe gen"ine parli.men,",)" gO"(:rlllnen' wo"l<l
again be .e.. t<J,,1 bl 'Ile dedining bu,"ill con,idetoble poJi,ical
inRuence of Vamag"," .....i'omo.
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