


"_'Q Of< ....... 1962

_ had accq>CN dot pooi.ioa of Mlniolcr of th~ In........ [wxl
Ibr·Yehuob of "d>du. Haa-r>. .ha' anybody who docb~ in
r;ood faith that he or w ....j~ (or ..... 00 doclartd by tlte
pa'~") ohould ha~ o.udo infonnation ruonkd on ht. or ~
",'.."w..nt idc:nti.y <I..d. Thil inO'OlYtd an im~unt .nd ......
tfO'"t:nial .ubjcc. that in • oeni6con..... iI Mill rrally untt­
1Ol,"N. To the 0nlt0<J0a; community jrwilh IUtU. of ehiklrc:n iI
mnlnttd by~ jn'ioh .ptlll of~ ...od,... with th~ whol~ iIwe
havi", lar.rnchi", ra...iliCluion. lor the Orthodo. in 'fIJ'd 10
the'r concc:p<ion of ,he lountb.ion. of Jutlai>m. in<llKlinc ,he
unity of th~ JC>Io·iItJ "people." On Jun" 24, 19!>8. the: National R...
Ilgio... Patty ldt th" govc:m"",n. "".. the Cabi_·. d«'.Oon.
which wOllld h.....Ilownl non.J ..wi.h mo,h... to .C&i"~r ,h~ir

ehild.en a. jo,,";.h. N...... aceounll indi""'N ,h'l 'h" ~.ty 11«,·
,ion W" mado by th.. E.«"dv" Comm;".....nd the "ncosc:t lac·
lion....."u.lly on 'hi. i...." or .uch cx"cmc impo".nce t., 'h"
Orthodo. communi,y (th" 'WO oohu religio... paro;", "'Cre not

in ,h.. p ..nm~t) the: N.tion.1 R~ligjo... Party mad<: a .pecial
point of <o",..1<lnl: tlte world fnlcntion to which it i> al5li.'.....
lfld the World Hapo"" Hami<radoi~ a, ,he ,i_
,hat ,Ite hn~li party leo." the Cabinn.

The _ Onhodo>c pania of rdip>us jewry in ,he ,,_
an Ap1at hrad and Poalci ....pat lond. Tbt latt~r _ c....
•taI. thc: labo< wi,. of "«u<b' lind. and in iulon3 Nn int ·
at in ,..inoh l pioo:«oinc. houoi... and bbor .1I.;n. Poalc:i
Apda. IIrxl < nnly "- so- bc:yood the parc:nt bod,.
;0.1_ u.clw.i <oncc:n,raUon ... the: oboftvaoion and ~nlorc...
me,,, of the Torah.- The '-ninc .ia bet ....... th" .wo 1fOIIP'
linally ...ndernl In the ............. 01 1960 when Ilornjamin !>lin.. 0(

·Mi~.."' ..... __ 1ft Ito _,. Apo!>' I.-I ..... ...- of ,
p*........ dri .. 1ft ill 'Pf'fOOth '" <I,~, i. , Iklof< ,... _i...
01 " .._ ;" J"'I'Otiotoo _1<1 "' BL,' ... _ rith<, .ftd·lloftI" ...
.. ..... """.,_,,,. S;"'" 19l1O \~p wj'h I'oo.l<l "pd". II hOI .._,n
...... LO ""'" I" ""n I oopftl..,""" whh • _,,1», It..«, In'...... ;ft
_, 0'11<, t<OtIOIIIi< ..<1.111... , .. 1<1 ..IUd.. • , .."'" ;n,o B...o.,"",'•
......n-.o' w.. q._ '" ,he p"..n' body compk«l, ,<p_nIlbl<
_",.10.... 01 ">P;ri'ool Mqoi<lollool:' Doll", ,II< '9li' '.......I~n 'he ;n6""
I.. ""'.._ Lh< ,wo /opel.", ...nio:o w.. I""""ly «>Nid<,«! '" "' 'he
.Mrll<o< IB ..h "'II«! lind ,1«,;0., ", ...y ".nd...... _1<1 ~ I..
..... _ of ,.. 'h " '0 i" ,h.l,



"
Po.le; AgudU led hi> three·rnan Knffie\ faction 1m" ,he go,-.m­
men, aflU 0<:<"" "<go" ..;"n. wilh 1l<:n-Gurion and Mapa; in
which "'M malition part"..·• ,"'cr. at ~rsl ignored and then
finally <old by the Prime Mini,.er in Ihe Ch.m~ itself to mind
,heir own bu.in.... Although PTcv;Qu$ly .ppt.ring on join. dec.
10r.1 Ii"•. e,cn before the 1960 break, .he\wo pnli.men<a"f bc·
tiOM wcr. holding individual c'uc"s nlttling>. although they
did ronouh 'OS"lhn rtgulorly. On mOil mailers of parliamentary
policy both Agudu pani.. {oUnwed puctices quite .imil.. Ie>
o\h" Kn.....' groups. ,.king into consider-UioD the point ,h.t
thing> un be de<idedly informal in c'Ucu, mcnings of only th",.
member>.

Uoth Agud.. pUt;" h,," had. unique .,,,,.. ion con<l:rn;ng
the question of responsibility to. final authority. Beyond • hi..·
u<hy of party rommiu= ha. stood a prestigious body kno...n ..
tht Council of Sog",", The Council 01 Sag", has bun tht Al\udat
.ubotitu't lOT the Chiel Rabbina.t of ISt.tl on important or long­
range ;.slOts of ttligion or mndu<t. Numbtring eighteen oldeT
rabbi....ho intli~idually hold a commanding position arnong ,htir
people. $t1t<lion i. by co-<:>ptation. Poalei Agudar .. ~nt acttpttd
,ht Council 01 Sogts a. the hightst constitutttl authority, but
around 1he ptriod of tltt Stt:ond K""..." the position bttamt ont
of dtnying ,h.. tht p.ny ..... absoluttly hound by Coundl dtti­
.ion•• ahhough it ..... willing to go along with .uch deci.ion. in
pr.«iet. I' would bt no,td. ho...tvtr. it i. not On t"t'l' i",ut, or
indeed on mos. i"'u.... Ihal lltt Council of Sogts h.. been «In·
.ul.ttl. Al lht ,ime 01 tllt lonnul••ion 01. joint Agud.. tltttor.l
Ii" lor lhe 1959 campaign. Poalti Agudat, ... hich had becomt
",mtwh.. ",t.ktne<! ''''tr lhe ye.n. had 10 agrft not only ,hal
lht 'w<> groul'f .hould .e, •• Ont party in lhe Kn.....,t. bUI that
Poalei Agud.t w<>uld hnt to acctpt dt<i5ion. of tht S.ga a,
binding, Concerning lht queslion of the Agudat parties joining
lht go,'trnmenl. lhe Council of Sagts rultd lhal .hi. could not bt
ptrntil1ttl in 1960, .nd con>equtnlly Poalei Agudar". deci.ion logo
ahtad On irs own .nd join Btu·Gurion .nd .>social.......... viol._
tion of borh of its pr~I«lion agrttnttnrs. For Poalti AgudOl lht
relation.hip ... ilh ,he Council 01 Soge. has .lttrt£ott bten .uplurt<!,
and ...ha. tht future will bring for lhe pany i. difficult 10 prttli<l.
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CONSCIENCE VOTES, TilE I:\'DIVJDUi\L
ME~lRER '\,\'n HIS PARTY

Th_ genoral"al;on Ih., wa. made carliet in ,hi. >lu,ly ton­
""minS hract; patties 0l"'r.lling in ,he Kno"",, un,leT a "c'1' high
degr"" of party diKiplino and .o"trol h.. been borne oul by
do>• .,.amina,ion. The i,npressio" should 'lOt be I.h, ho",ncr,
'hal, "nec lhe CaUeu' group or some '0",..1 p.1tty commiU(e " ••
•poke", in,ii,'j,I".1 ··~U,-,.·· II.,·. ab><>I",.ly no choke but 00 go
along. Aillmugh the mcm""« fInd ,heir ;n,II,·i,I".1 posi,;on,
mOre n.Tro"·!y "lrCUlIl,,,,ib.d than is ,h••as" in many parli.­
",ciliary • ...,,,,bll« in olher .;ountrl... '0'[ <cn.inly in <runp;ari_
...n "'j'h Amorinn I<gid.ti,·. p,""e'ices. ,h.r. i, at Ic.1t lhe p<'>l4i·
bili,y "r in,!cpcndem >Clion which can lit .nlOrcd upon .nd "ill
be .<ccp"bk t" the ""I"'<,i"e p.rti... Thi, i. the "conllie"".,
WHe:' ~ d~,i«: fol' ,,·hi£h.1I of Ihe Zionist or Jewi.h palti., h..·•
m.do ""me pr",·i,i"n. hOl''''-u infrequonl1y it m.y be in'"kcd.

Tho cotillion•• VOtO ,"n ari.. whe" indh·idu.1 n'embers led
I'.nicul.rly >lrongly on some In.ll~r u"der <Iebate or v"t<, ,,-hi.h
lhe p.ny i".lr m.y 'lOt take tOO ..,rioU>ly. or ,,'hete lhe party
«e<>gni,.. ,h.t I'ery .tr""gly r.1e cmo'io", arc i".-oh-cd. Item,
illl-oh'ing relati"", with Germany u"dc",.tI,lably bll in 'he
Ja".t "'tegory. The qU<>liun of ....<I', .ccepting reparation,
Imm the r.d....1 Republic of Ccrm~ny ru, .ct.... "ari"", party
li"... and u",p,ion. ".... m.de for a nomber of mombers. cilh~I'

10> ""l< contrary 10 party po.ition, nr to abs",itl. The i.."e of thl'
cotllinuation of military g""~rnml'nl in 'ho Ar~b ,li"ri." of
hud i, ano,her maner on which I'.rti~. h..·• n<>l maintained
rigid dilli!,I;"•. The,. .i'U31iOlh concerning £O"",io,,« ,'ote<
,ho"I<I "0>' be o'·eutre.....l••"d the ,..nk .,nll file K"e<>c' monbcr
fin,ts ,It.. a, • "cady 'hing ho Ita. precio". li"le ('''',wm "f
choice or mm·emenl.·

• n 'hln!:> ~" '-, .,..... ~h, .-..m.bI, h. "" I<..~ ",,. P'''!, Thl, i, _.
h."....,~', 11' , o<,lou, op"..... ;n 1I....li poll,,,•. 'rhrou~h ,h,. r"u"h K....."
,h..,. h ,. _0 uul! ,h,,... I"",,,,.. in whl,h men ha,-,. "" 'I><i, 1""1<>
,nd ",y<d In 'h< ~.I""«' and ,h"", happen«! In ,he fi,,, ,.... of " ..._
huoJ. Ou,. rn,! ,«oil " 'I\<" ,h., ~p<.'<' 1I.!b"'" Ow".... ,~ ncw"""e.,
I" "'" U. So II,.,... 0' lI<r,,. 'h,,,, -II ""' W.n' '" 1'" ''''''1:. ll" .!onj<'"



CONCLU\Jl;..;C OIJSERVATIOKS

W;,!>in Ihe limi" oHercJ for a I"""en,.,;"" <>1 .hi, na,u'e""
a"<lnpt has bttll ma,ie '0 eumi", ""me "1«" 01 ,he mult;_
party '1''''''' of I".d "';,hin ,he framework of i" ge""ral na'ure,
but w,,), .pcdfi<- cmp"asi. "pon org.ni",'iol1, 0p"""ion,.•nd
,li.K;pli"" w;'hin Iho nalinn.) legi,la'ure, Such '" .n,ly,i, "'",
illiended '" bring nu, ",me .ddition.1 n13,c.;.I••lId exampl..
,,'hich cou),1 gi," in';gh" ;n'o oth", a'peets of ,he p."i"" No
a"empl h•• I><e" m.de to conduct. study of ,he ext",mely wm·
pie" .nd d"ailcd 'I"o"ion of i" It.",·p" 'y' ,elation••, exempl,fied
ill ,he pH""''' of WJl1"ucl;ng .n<l m.in'aining. co.l ition cabine..

Th. 1.....1i political p.ny .)'>'em i•• tnlenbly .ceura.. reflu·
tion of di,·i.ion, in hradi ..,.iety. How.,..•. ""'pi" pro"ounc..l
p.rty differenc", of. """ulat. doc"i".ire.•digio"•. or historical
oat"re, ,hi. obscr,'ot f""l. ,h.t there i. the pTe.ence of a ba.i,
unity ,hat;, ."ikingly at>s<", in mos, of ,he count,i.,. of ,he Mid·
,lie Eo", A f""hOT "".m;n.,ion of ,b, Zinni" pani.. in ,he Klle..
"" (including 'hc "gudat par,i.. wi,hin ,hi, drde. ,I"pi'e ,hei,
,.r1i", OOckg.-o",ul) ,e,·calo importan' dome"ts of u"de,lying
<o,,,ellSu. '"" c'-""p",a,i"" "'i,hin ,he fr.mc"'ork of Je"'i,h hi..
lory .",I,llccolltempo..ry problem of .u"'i,,.1 ill. hos,ile region.
A. Mmbc Sharelt pUt it for .\l'p.i a" pafty of anion. bu' a, i,
C.II be .ppli..l '0 'he la,ger poli'ical ""ene. ··lI'e arc • ,ynth.. i,
bet"''''" ",hat we w.nt .ntl ",hal we c' n tin:'

NOTES

I. f.. Ie St""t><b'KKlc., /''''1 """"H""'" ,s.... Y",L, 1""0' ".' RI ......".
I'K.. t~~,. p. I

2. Th. <l....'ion fi~u,.. ".l 1""«'"'''''' ••,,'<1 ... from ,II< f"''''''';n,' -R....I"
~I 'h. EI«,;"", '" ,h. ,'''n,h ~n....., ,n<l I...... ' A'nb'''''I....'' ",.,;";'-"1
h"lI"i~ ./ '''OL', /;"~U'" """,,•• .,.. x, UO"""y '. ''l6O), PI'. )'-6'.; n,
1"""11);,.,, 0/'"'' ."~ 1-:,"01';0 I".rl ••d Ih. M;ddl. F..." 1\' H". II
I~,",'",b<r I. 196'). p. t,

'- II<nj.m;" ...~,;". -n. Rvl< 01 P,,,;.. i" ,,,..1; 1_..,OfY: /.",••1 ./
/'01;,..,. XVtl I"""emoo I~> p. )1.\. HI, ,,"<I~ ;, ,rob'h'Y ,1 ''''''
0....'·"1 d;I<"""o" 01,,,. l"..~ pany 'j".m. T_ ", II "''''" ..
..I r"" "" imp''''.'''' ... ,h, kolk",;oR' [ ..."" G"'m.nn, "el';«"
'''';';1'',;." ;n 'n';'i,,1 Ul<, r.".,." /."....';_1 $«",1 Stima ,,,,,....1
IUNESCO). xu (1900). pp. M~, [m,n",1 G,"man". "'Snm. 01>«,,",,;0,,,
"" p.", Poli'K> in I"..,:· I.d'" Q••".<ly. XVtl 'J,,,n ..y-".nh. HI/il).
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