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be conjCCtured. Bu, per II(' the lCCular-sodali., <lemocruic l..uern
had no teal '001 in eilhCT 'he affections or ,raditional "alues of
'he mus of 8urmese pwple. fOot these values "'CTe de<eply al£ec«d
by Buddhism; and sociali.m as .uch Ottmed to ha,·~ lilll~ ,0 .. )'
Ot do "'ilh Buddhism, ,lespi,e mauy valiam ~fforu by """~ wrile"
'0 e<Juale Man< and Buddha. In the area of religion, sociali.",
left 'he peopl~ unmo.ed. e,'en al'preh~n.i,'~; i' s«rned to be ine·
ligiou. and KCUln. Wha, would be it> effecl upon Buddhilm, or
how ,,'ould Buddhi.m fa,~ undCT it, The itkal ",Iu'ion ,,"oul<l
be tbe di.",m:ry 01 a mDdt of JO"'chow blending /m ",e/hod%O
and poli/iOJI ,/rue/UT< of .....io/;,-'" with the t../ues of Buddhism.

And this of course i. "'here U Nu. Burma'o pr...,nt prem;et,
emen OUt pic,urc. lie, as nO One e1..:: in Butma, h.. been able to
a"iculate the unspoken ..n,imenu 01 a , .... majority 01 the
Burm".. people and to olfer them 'he hope-whether g<'nuine or
iUuWl)' remains to be s«n-ol again joining in one ottucture
'heit "aditional religiou. values and nuional political po"'~r.

Tbe man .nd hi. corC(1' might e..ily ha,'~ bttn ,he .ubject 01
this en'ire paper. But in the.. closing parognpho I wi'h to in·
dica,e what Ott"" to me '0 be 'he main thrust of hi' emite career
.nd 01 hi. luture progtam for Burma. Hi' return '0 political
powc.- in 196(1 ,..,.u!l~d Itom a combination of lacto..: (I) Popul.r
re<emmcnt again" the btu,,!ue, bu,ine..Jik< .rmy rule con·
"ibu,ed to the U Nu', rnmebo.ck. During aUthi, period, he 'poke
feelingly of ,he mi...,. 01 Burma's people, nined wi'h non"iolen'
tesiJlance, and ,po'" v.guely of the Fa""" oppres...... of the
people. Thu, be tabbed himself .. the common m.n·s champion.
(2) He is • cle,'er politician ,,"'i'h notable charismatic gih,. Be
<an opeak the wmmon people', language; he io witty, full of
"Or.... from ,he Buddhist Jo/do Tol'J, folklore, and popular
pro,·erbo. He exude> a n_vor of iincerity and ftie"dlin($>. Hi.
party cho>c yellow. ,he color of ,he monk'. 'obe, for ito !>JUDI
boxes. a"d U Nu', .miling coumen_"ce appeared on e"ery one
of IhDJC boxes. A. lhe dcat old lady, co.aet,ed to V""e for the op­
]>OJitio", oaK!, "Wh.t could I do but ,-ote for him? Th~re he ,,"'"
smiling at me," IS> He promised variou, ethnic groupo, notably
I\r_kancoc and Mon. some "urn oj .pecial rep.....n'"ti"n ami
privilege. (i) He ..... the ch.mpion of Buddhi,m. He .pent luc·
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cessivc weeks in mcdi.. ,ion in !he mon..,cry at lust .wi", during
hi. retirement. He was uni""....lIy r.puled '0 be a pious man
(a fu'ur. Buddlla. perh;ops?) and promioed to male Buddhi.....
•It<: .'ale religion. Some .uppor,cr3 lermM • vote for U Nil •
YOI. for the Buddha. Corutquently, Ito.. could he help bUl win?

Now Wh., dO(:! U r"'u hope to do lor Burma? Much could ~
P.id here about tronomic. tducl.lional, and poli,ical hopei. but
I will venlUre 10 put tile real kernel of U Nu', .p«i.l plans int"
tWO .'.'....enl&. Fin•. he hopei to e>t.bJ"h • typ" of lMialism
COn$On:m. with Buddhi.. principl.... I quo,e from a priva•• memo
and hi. 1959-1960 oompaign .petthQ, not yft nor perhaps e-'eT

I" be Ir.n,laled offidally'

The Buddhist scriptu,es prooi<ic a considerable number o(
in...nces which show ,hat Buddhism lavors a Wei,"", St.>te in
whim .Iu: govemmenl hu aMUmed responsibility for the care
of ,he poor. ,he unemployed. lhe .id. Ihe aged. elt.

He find. BUddhill principles in full accord ...ilh lhe basic Sociali.l
It""I of eliminaling mmptlilion and unfair di.tribution:

The profil mOlive .hould be eliminaled•... The miseries
of lhe world are due 10 the l:a<:k of Socialisl principles....

The main aim of Buddhi.m••o my mind. is to gain libeta·
"on from lhe r"undl "f ""i'lence.... Yel I beHeve ilia' only
on. pe-rccnl of 110. Buddhisl pupulal;"n 101 Burm.a] c.an
a.pir. for Libera'ion. Th;s i. bca.... und.r ihe defcc'ive ee;o.
nomic 11"ICfD ...hich .... KC belor. Our eye•. mucb lime and
.nergy mull be Iptnl '0 .atn ,he hare n..,..,.iti.. of lif••. , .
The economic ..,·up of h..man oociely .110.... no ....y for 110.
prOctic. 01 ,b. Nobl. Vi.......

So ..nd.r the n.... ooci..y f"'Opl. COn lpar. ,h.ir surplu.
muncy .nd ptopcny '0 ... "I' • mmmon pool for the estltb­
U.hm.1ll "f • Sociali" .""e. Tbi. is 'rue nana [chari,y] ...
• nd ,he pnCliceo{ llan. leadllO Nibban•.

I believe ,h. d....n of Soci.li.m is no, fot ofl, We can ..,ab­
H.h lhil SI.te in Soc••li.m in o.. r lime.

Bu', ,""ondly. lhil i. to be • Buddhisl soci.lism. Th.refo"" nol
only will U Nu ban beef .l.ughter, .ponsor le",ion..,..ing meaiJ,
KCk tcmnciliallon with politicol enemies. and usc pcBu..ion
nthcr Ihan coercion ...h....v.' possible, bUI he will moie Bud·
dhi.m lhe ...Ie relig'"n, Why1 Simply '0 gel .lee,ed? I think nOl.
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In order 10 curl>lillho ucrciR of other ..,Jigious faiths in Bun..a1
Probably not, dapiu: ....... Buddhilt.ft.ll,ionaliot preoour~ 10 do 00.

~ can ......y~phasla: tIw ......i ..... oniousneso of U Nu',
I""1"'*' Mn. Dun.. ckba,~ ... ,h~ Su,,~Rd.ion Bill "'" pub­
licly ....cd 'ha. boo _lei upon every mcmbn of l.bo: Unioa
!'ar'y in Parliamen, 10 _e for i. or f:ace GP"'bion from l.bo:
Pany. For one who hat oddorto inYOUd .,..., diJcipli..... bd"or~.

Ihil alone ougesu tI) idrn,ioN of O>ffridinc iml""""ntt. II
.....y boo up ,1'1 in """ ........ 01 earlier .~minolor:

TIo~ 11 110 01 UNo', poIi!i" is '0 ,U4CRli>.e fO""T".......,.
For .hit P"'l""". no nlJ"'(I how lully comp"tibl~ w,.l'! Bud·

dh' .. prillCipl.. Sociali.. poli.icol pl\i1ooophy ..... y lit. ",(I. Soci.l.
illt1 i, no< '''OUKh. Or al lean no, ,,"ough. or rijl:hl. for Burm•.
Her•• i, mu" be a Bllddhl"l ooc'alUnt. For Burm. i. ",Iidly Bud·
dhi" in a y ,ha, ,he W.., ...... probably nevu. and url.inly
i, no, no Chri"i.n. 8l1ddl'!i$ln i, .he deep well oul 01 ... hicH
praelial f1urm_ living.valu...f< dra ... n; i, it Bud<lhiw alnn•
...hich -.... .ble '0 uni'e lhe di.. id.nl fac'iOtU and ~,hnk

lfOIll" in 1Iunna: il baalcally wa, Huddhi"" ,ha, boupd ,he
1111l"1li_ peoplfo '0 """ lbmn. in "na.inn""''' loyal.y in 'i...... pau.
Now~ e.... in nochi.... eboo. can .uch a unifyine foru lit loupd
for Bunna in ....... di&icuh 'ima. ..... wl'!idt will bind people
'0 peoplo:, and peopk to p-emon"". T1'w:rdon:, thouflb a line
anno< lit ,eooom:! '0 s........., ,be c"'....l so-e-nm<nt Ill"" pby
,he li.... lormtr !dip... 1'OIe and b«<Im< .... alicial Pa,....
of R.lp.. To U !'Ou at'. politic... who lnows hi> P"'P'" It
,hi. mil.. II""'! pnaiCllI oenx. And 10 U !'iu. the """""t JII...t-
~"t. thi> anion. whidl he I "th. ftOb......~ .... pn'eM
detd lor Buddhitto.~ it the eli of hi> pnaiaen, hop< 01 ;0;0.
i.... t,.et'- lb. world', _ t faith witb the world'. OM re-
lipowly deoirable pol.i'ial ttlCIhnd in ,he pemmcnt of hi, OWn
fa,herl.nd. Indeed i, it much more ,han Ii ....ly tha, he .... the
reaaaali,ine ol'M govnnmen,., ,ignilicantly .dvancing 1Iu,ma
.I"'g the road "';lh... '0 a Lob Nibbana (Perf"". World. tOme.

"'''ot "'luival'nl'o ,h. Kingdomol God on ,h in Ch,h';.ni,y),
or, wh., II much ,he tame. ;"'0 grcu... rudin for 11'1. Mai'",ya
lluddh•• ,h~ coming 8u<1<1h•• in willi$< n"'r .d••", ....oe 8ur,
meoc I>I:li......



'"
And wh., hu ,II< U Nu g<l>'crnmen. done practically"" 1"'"

mote • 8udd~ul soci.li"",? Accor<Iing '0 ,he parliamentary "CO
of Augmt 1961. p....ed by • 1~1.·c 10 one majority. it ini.ially
mean' ,he following: compuhol)' ttlu"",ion in Buddhi.... {or
children of Buddh;', parenu and proop«tivc Buddhi., .each."
in go~....nmenl schools; placing the ""iplUta ;n all libraries and
Buddhll im.ga ;n public «Illrttoorn'; ",.bli$hmeR' of ......e nc....
primary Jehools in monaileti..; ""PO""'c IIoopitall {or monk>;
claoing of government offices and schools and prohibition of
liquor .. Ies "" Buddhi" lun....bb.lh day" Ot.blid"n,n' "r a
commi"tt to gu.<tI .g.im< religiou. discrimination ~.in,'

minorities.
\Vlla, more ,han ,hi, alici.] branding of the Burmeoc: ~vem.

me11(, h"lid.yo, and Khool .. Buddhi., will en.uel With w.lb,,,.
'I'" so<i.Jism as U Nu', dedartd OIX;<>-«<>no>mic ""Iicy, prcocm
'tend, in ,hi, area may b< txpe<led to ton,inue, Obviou,ly he
hope. 0100 lor a permea,ion of 'he 'otal notio""llife I'om ,he tOp
down by Buddhiot pTinciple.. Will ,he raiment ,hen b< BudtlhiJ,.
bu' ,he 'oice of policy b< oeculu·oociali". and poli'ico go on ..
u,ual? Will 'he law bewme a dead letter with U Nu'~ pa..ing
from the polilical occnc:. an hi~,o,k monument to a chauvin.i~,ic.

nootalgic Buddhi" ideal? Will ,he ofticialiTing of Buddhi>rn ItOP

Communi,m in iu trado within Burmal Will ,he law in the
hand, of Nu', ,ue<;nOOn become on inOlrument of political power
and policy and 01 a di,i,iv<:-opprasion of mino,i'i..? Theoe aTe
lascinating que-'iom. bu' 'hey are .. yet unan,wClable.'

/\'OTF-S

,. Q""<d In John r. Cad,. A m.,"'1 0' "10<1.... /Iv,"" (hh,<>. N. 1'.:
eo...." Un;••n.i'y F..... r~). F, 11.

~. I~;d.. pp.•.~,
J. N;~bo.. " ,h. F." 10,,,, 0( 5o""'ri, 11/;"", ...
•. £,a.nv<l $.orti'y.n" Itwd.nd ""d d.. At"'''n;,..." dOl 0,;,"" ("oil"

TQbi"l'n. (955). p. l,U. (Ao,lIor', ".fUl>,....)
~. Til< «>1<' d',ro, of Gor><..l N. Win Oft iIIo",h 2. 1962 ho, oooo;l",,"'«I'y

p~'. <l'..p ,n UNo', &ld<lhl" ""'1.11.... (Th••rI.d. w" wri"•• 1>010"
'h. ""'F~ How "'""h ond w.. , "~or' of rrhnp;, ,.,..,.... .. , conj..,v..~ bu'.... ,,,,.llr .....","',

O",;""dy N< Win I, not ,nri·Il"<ldh~'. 11 " .. ondrr b', _tn-."

,1>., • '''''3.""" __ to ~li'..< """'''''''- «Iv","""" -. "nod..-·
.." •. iIIo-,<,. bl> ..1>1 (,rappo;n,«I) "." .Il """Mb ' .....IT .....l



"
ftudd~;' B.t, ,1'''''''Vi to< ""'1";'''' It>< p,_in,nOly lI.ddhi" ...tn",
01 8 II< ,..,11 t.tq> ,h.. p'-ln oP<l<f " ..ful OII.,n>!.

N. Win...1>0 ..ilh< to< ,,,..00;1 • -"" ,;...t.. lI,.ddh", wi'h .. ",.
,I,,,,. 100' """.1"1: '<lipx. and rov<mo>tn,:' will "'...." ...,1 _m
h;m,'" pri"""By ... ith IInml."' <'<0<'0"''' "" ..""y, 1><, ""ion.! ..I<'y,
and h<. ,n ".1 .,.-0,. It< W;II nih', <l;m'""~. a, ...pp "h".."'."''''ft. ,h .;..1 In'.,.,... ..- """'gn ""'" ..liJl ,.IIBi«
....,,,. _1'><<>1, 0Ii. 1''''''.'1'''''''.'''.' (1",-60) d..,~ ",,,,,,",,,,.
n' ''''Y <Iot>.0><1 = .., ;n lh' I"",,,,,,. 01 .. "Ico,"'" il h~", .."'..,.
t..."",loft "",<Tn..m, ••., ('1';';') 1~;"lI <.....onkl.nd will <Io<Ibll...
h.l, wotlon UNo', .........<n'..pon>O«d "" olI.;n<t, Sh"'1y .1«. 'h'
'."1' Ole Win 1,1«<1 ,b. b.n on <>o,k .I,ulh, ... (l"'poood by U Nu in
1960) in II>< ;.t..... 01 on ""<qu.« """" ,01'1'1,_" m.y b< th" h< will
,n"lid.. 'w<>"" 01 ...ba,h. lll....dhi.. lun" .nd Ilri' .....-<:h'Io.... Sun·
d.W'. be _ "'pen".. > h"u<y_.'" po"'.I, miJ'" op' for lho ,."..
M 1'....1, .....';"1 l''''''''''''

'" .i<w 0' (;hI" (0''';''''" 0"" on'''''') '...,""......od« d ......b·
I~h_",••nd 'ho< ,,,,,111"1 .'.Im, .n,I·M",I"", _.""...... '" R."_
S""", w;1I h. _"'I", ,h. ,...1 "Ole t<liIiO" ..'up da"".""",ly dl'-;';...,/
(Probably to< do<> no< f..1 ""'ply ""....I"... '. hi. p_ ~, 1'Ii'"
'Ion, ond ..'" ...... of ,I"... wloo 1m''''' ,I>< "<obll" ,,, .pp.... ,"
Ix ....1... >«ond tlooulh,,-) AI""", .""ol"ly h 1Il fi""l, mkoru 'h,
h«<lo.. .of...IW'" pro....... of lb. """"I'"' And h" plo", will _
1",I"d.. 0 'p<tlh"U, • ..ddh", _101,,,,, '" 0'1 "'"plo" a"..,pc t....".
"" ,to< "I""ul" 11 ' hop< ond<r UNo.
I" ""kino hou. hI> ll<d. probably ko ,. wl'h "I,"""" _ of I"""'"
'n ">< o'''y.




